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Thank you for joining us for Brazelton Touchpoints Center’s first virtual National Forum! The past year has 
been overwhelming for so many of us. The coronavirus pandemic has upended all of our lives, transforming 
how we live, work, and care for each other. And for many, it has led to unimaginable loss and grief. It has 
also laid bare the deep, historic, racial inequities and injustices that thread through our nation’s policies and 
institutions. It has shown how systemic racism is woven into the fabric of our society, affecting everything. 

At BTC, we are committed to and stand in partnership with those whose work is anchored in placing racial 
equity front and center.  We have focused this year’s Forum on exploring the effects of systemic racism and 
trauma on children, families, and communities of color, and how we—as diverse family-facing professionals 
and providers—can partner with families, children, and communities to advance racial equity and justice. 

BTC was founded 25 years ago by Dr. T. Berry Brazelton and his colleagues at Boston Children’s Hospital. 
A pioneer in the field of developmental pediatrics, Dr. Brazelton was an advocate for all children and their 
families. He helped generations of pediatricians and other family-facing professionals learn to see all babies 
as unique individuals who, along with the unique strengths of their cultures and communities, help their 
families learn who they are and how to help them grow and flourish. We honor his legacy and celebrate 
BTC’s 25th anniversary with this three-day event focused on the ways systemic racism harms all children 
and families and the concrete actions we all can and must take to dismantle it.

Thank you again for taking time out of your busy lives to join us. We hope that in these next three days you 
will find community, inspiration, and hope, and affirmation for the antiracist stance you aspire to every day 
to benefit every child and family. Thank you to my BTC colleagues for the vision, precision, and passion 
they’ve put into bringing us together for our first virtual National Forum. And thank you to our presenters for 
sharing their wisdom, expertise, and experience with us all, and to our sponsors and supporters who believe 
in BTC’s mission and make our work possible.

Sincerely,

Joshua Sparrow, MD 
Executive Director 
Brazelton Touchpoints Center

WELCOME
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ABOUT BTC

The Brazelton Touchpoints Center provides strengths-based, culturally-grounded, co-constructed 
professional and leadership development, organizational learning and change, community-based 
participatory research, and program evaluation for family-facing professionals in pediatrics, early 
childhood, infant mental health, home visiting, child welfare, library services, and more. In addition to 
the Touchpoints Approach, BTC is home to the Brazelton Institute (Newborn Behavioral Observations 
system and Neonatal Behavioral Assessment Scale), Family Connections, the Indigenous Early Learning 
Collaborative, Parenting While Black, Virtual Service Delivery Webinar Series, and the BTC Research and 
Evaluation team.

Equity, Inclusiveness, and Belonging 

At BTC, we are committed to creating a lasting community of equity, inclusiveness, and belonging. 
Our ongoing commitment is focused on creating practices that advance racial and social equity for the 
benefit of Black, Indigenous, and people of color (BIPOC), and expand upon project work related to racial 
equity and social justice. We engage in reflective practices to enhance equitable outcomes and reduce 
bias and prejudice in our partnerships with each other and the children, families, and communities we 
have the honor to serve. While we still have much work to do, we know that the path to racial and cultural 
equity is a journey—it is one that we embrace fully. The Brazelton Touchpoints Center is committed to 
creating learning and growth opportunities through collaborative, strengths-based, culturally-affirming 
approaches within its own organization and in its partnerships with all others. 
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TRAINING EVENTS

Continue your learning and professional growth at these Brazelton Touchpoints Center events. Forum 
participants can receive a discount on registration fees.

Touchpoints: The How of Child and Family Engagement 
Brazelton Touchpoints is an evidence-based approach to building strong family-child relationships. Learn 
strategies to engage families in their child’s development and honor parents as the expert on their child. 
This online course includes live webinars, online discussion, and weekly reflections. 
Our next offering begins on May 3!
Save $25 on the registration fee with this discount code: MAYTP
Learn more here

Strengths-based Family Engagement Webinar Series 
Building strong relationships with families is one of the most important—and challenging—things that 
family-facing providers do. In this 5-part webinar series, you will learn strategies to further cultivate a 
strengths-based mindset in your work with families. With live Spanish translation!
Dates: May 6, 13, 20, & 17, and June 3
Save $5 on the full series with this discount code: FORUMBUNDLE
Save $2 on a single webinar with this discount code: FORUMWEB
Learn more here

Parenting While Black Webinar Series – FREE! 
Join these open conversations to discuss issues important to raising Black children and families. Share 
this opportunity with parents and families. With live Spanish translation!

Dates: April 12 & 26
Learn more here

Learning to Listen: Conversations for Change – FREE! 
Join us for one-hour conversations with nationally known speakers that explore current and emerging 
issues facing children and families today! With live Spanish translation!

• Wednesday, April 28 – Listening to Transgender Children, Transforming Ourselves

• Wednesday, May 12 – Uniting Worldviews to Advance Relationships in Indigenous Communities

Learn more here

Newborn Behavioral Observations (NBO) System Training Program

The NBO is an infant-focused, family-centered relationship-building tool designed to sensitize parents 
to their baby’s competencies, challenges, and individuality. This online course includes live lectures, 
interactive video case studies, small-group discussions, and hands-on practice with dolls.
Dates: April 26 & 27; May 24 & 25; July 12 & 13; September 15 & 16
Learn more here

Visit our website to view all BTC events!

Want to bring a BTC training to your specific group? Contact us today!

Don’t Miss Our Upcoming Trainings and Events

https://btc.talentlms.com/catalog/info/id:411
https://btc.talentlms.com/catalog/index/cat:35
https://www.brazeltontouchpoints.org/parentingwhileblack/
https://www.brazeltontouchpoints.org/listen2021/
https://btc.talentlms.com/catalog
https://www.brazeltontouchpoints.org/calendar/
mailto:touchpoints%40childrens.harvard.edu?subject=Contact%20us%20today%21
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AGENDA - DAY 1

11:00 AM– 12:30 PM ET / 8:00 – 9:30 AM PT 
Plenary Presentation: Racism as a Societal Pathogen

Adiaha Spinks-Franklin, MD, Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrician, Texas Children’s Hospital; 
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Baylor College of Medicine

12:30 – 1:30 PM ET / 9:30 – 10:30 AM PT 
Networking and Break (Access session here)

1:30 – 3:00 PM ET / 10:30 AM –12:00 PM PT 
Concurrent Workshops

• Supporting Everyone’s Mental Health: Building Resilience While Physical Distancing

• Developing & Sustaining Relationships through Virtual Service Delivery

• Elevating Equity, Inclusiveness, and Belongingness in Everyday Conversations and Interactions 
with Children, Families, and Communities

3:00 – 3:30 PM ET / 12:00 – 12:30 PM PT 
Break

3:30 – 5:00 PM ET / 12:30 – 2:00 PM PT 
Concurrent Workshops

• Justice for All: The Me, You, and We of Compassionate Presence

• Introducing the Touchpoints Approach: What It Is and Why It Matters

• These Next 4 Years – Children, Families, Poverty, Politics, and Policy

5:00 –5:15 PM ET / 2:00 – 2:15  PM PT 
Break

Tuesday, April 6, 2021; 11 AM to 6:15 PM ET /  
8 AM to 3:15 PM PT

https://bostonchildrens.zoom.us/j/92262919266?pwd=SHdkbUVYbllralFmbVhCVHZvc2ZoZz09#success
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AGENDA - DAY 1 - REMEMBERING VISIONARIES

5:15 – 6:15 PM ET / 2:15 – 3:15 PM PT 
Remembering Visionaries: A Tribute to Betty Bardige, Ann Stadtler, Marlies Zammuto, and T. Berry 
Brazelton.  
This gathering is an opportunity for members of the Brazelton Touchpoints Center community to come 
together to remember visionaries that many of us were privileged to know and love as friends, colleagues 
and family.

6:15 PM ET / 3:15 PM PT 
Adjourn

Betty Bardige Ann Stadtler

Marlies Zammuto Berry Brazelton

Join Us

https://bostonchildrens.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcodu2qqzMqGNBWu0Zp48A5l4g2zZ3pKfbi
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Wednesday, April 7, 2021; 11 AM to 5 PM ET /  
8 AM to 2 PM PTAGENDA - DAY 2

11:00 AM– 12:30 PM ET / 8:00 – 9:30 AM PT  
Plenary Presentation: Healing the Soul Wound Across 14 Generations

Eduardo Duran, PhD, Psychologist, Vietnam veteran, and author of  
Healing the Soul Wound: Counseling with American Indians and Other Native Peoples

12:30 – 1:30 PM ET / 9:30 – 10:30 AM PT 
Networking and Break (Access session here)

1:30 – 3:00 PM ET / 10:30 AM –12:00 PM PT 
Concurrent Workshops

• Using Strengths-based Strategies in Challenging Conversations

• Supporting Everyone’s Mental Health: Building Resilience While Physical Distancing

• These Next 4 Years – Children, Families, Poverty, Politics, and Policy

3:00 – 3:30 PM ET / 12:00 – 12:30 PM PT 
Break

3:30 – 5:00 PM ET / 12:30 – 2:00 PM PT 
Concurrent Workshops 

• Developing & Sustaining Relationships through Virtual Service Delivery

• Elevating Equity, Inclusiveness, and Belonging in Everyday Conversations and Interactions with 
Children, Families, and Communities

• Justice for All: The Me, You, and We of Compassionate Presence

5:00 PM ET / 2:00 PM PT 
Adjourn

https://bostonchildrens.zoom.us/j/92262919266?pwd=SHdkbUVYbllralFmbVhCVHZvc2ZoZz09#success
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Thursday, April 8, 2021; 11 AM to 5 PM ET /  
8 AM to 2 PM PT

AGENDA - DAY 3

11:00 AM– 12:30 PM ET / 8:00 – 9:30 AM PT 
Plenary Presentation: Covid-19 Impacts and Healing in Families and Communities of Color

Presenters:
• Justin A. Chen, MD, MPH, Medical Director of Ambulatory Psychiatry Services and Co-Director 

of Primary Care Psychiatry, Massachusetts General Hospital; Executive Director and Co-Founder, 
MGH Center for Cross-Cultural Student Emotional Wellness

• Adrián Pedroza, MBA, National Director of Strategic Partnership for Abriendo Puertas/ Opening 
Doors, an evidence-based, two-generation parenting curriculum

• Micker Richardson, MBA, Director, National American Indian and Alaska Native Head Start 
Collaboration Office

• Kevin Simon, MD, Board-certified Psychiatrist who researches and writes extensively on health 
inequities, race, substance use, and social determinants of health

Moderator: 
Joshua Sparrow, MD, DFAACAP, Executive Director, Brazelton Touchpoints Center

12:30 – 1:30 PM ET / 9:30 – 10:30 AM PT 
Networking and Break (Access session here)

1:30 – 3:00 PM ET / 10:30 AM –12:00 PM PT 
Concurrent Workshops 

• Introducing the Touchpoints Approach: What It Is and Why It Matters

• Using Strengths-based Strategies in Challenging Conversations

• Supporting Everyone’s Mental Health: Building Resilience While Physical Distancing

3:00 – 3:30 PM ET / 12:00 – 12:30 PM PT 
Break

3:30 – 5:00 PM ET / 12:30 – 2:00 PM PT 
Concurrent Workshops

• Introducing the Developmental Journey Roadmap: A Tool for Talking with Families

• Elevating Equity, Inclusiveness, and Belongingness in Everyday Conversations and Interactions 
with Children, Families, and Communities

• Justice for All: The Me, You, and We of Compassionate Presence

5 PM ET / 2:00 PM PT 
Adjourn

https://bostonchildrens.zoom.us/j/92262919266?pwd=SHdkbUVYbllralFmbVhCVHZvc2ZoZz09#success
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PLENARY PRESENTATIONS AND SPEAKERS

Tuesday, April 6 – Racism as a Societal Pathogen

Dr. Adiaha Spinks-Franklin will deconstruct the concept of racism and how it infects all aspects of society, 
including health care.

ADIAHA I. A. SPINKS-FRANKLIN, MD, is a developmental-behavioral 
pediatrician in the Meyer Center for Developmental Pediatrics at Texas 
Children’s Hospital and Associate Professor of Pediatrics at Baylor College 
of Medicine. She is a Fellow in the American Academy of Pediatrics and 
a member of the Society of Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics, where 
she previously served as a member of the Board of Directors. A graduate 
of the Meharry Medical College School of Medicine in Nashville, Tenn., she 
completed a fellowship in Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics at Boston 
Children’s Hospital, where she had the opportunity to work with Drs. T. Berry 
Brazelton, Allen Crocker, and Richard Ferber. During the fellowship, she 
earned a MPH from the Harvard School of Public Health, with concentrations 
in both family & community health and international health.

Dr. Spinks-Franklin’s research interests investigate health disparities in children with autism spectrum 
disorders, the mental health impact of adoption and trauma on children, and the cultural aspects of 
child development, including how racial and ethnic identity development influence academic outcomes 
in children. She is an ardent anti-racist who is involved in social justice medicine and leads a team of 
developmental-behavioral pediatricians (DBPs) called Race and Children Educational Collaborative 
of Anti-Racist DBPs (R.A.C.E. C.A.R.D). R.A.C.E C.A.R.D. conducts workshops and seminars around 
the country to train physicians and other health care providers to promote anti-racism in health care 
delivery.
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PLENARY PRESENTATIONS AND SPEAKERS

Wednesday, April 7 – Healing the Soul Wound Across 14 Generations

Dr. Eduardo Duran will discuss how historical trauma first came to his awareness as he was working with 
patients. He will also discuss trauma theory from both Traditional and Western worldviews as we work 
towards creating hybrid clinical strategies. In addition, Dr. Duran will discuss research methods that need 
to be re-invented in order to properly address evaluations of new therapies in our communities.

EDUARDO DURAN, PHD, is a Vietnam Veteran who started his academic 
training after being discharged from the U.S. Navy. He has worked in 
Indigenous communities most of his professional life. Clinical work in 
communities has informed his theoretical formations, which have resulted in 
several papers and books, including Healing the Soul Wound: Counseling with 
American Indians and Other Native Peoples and Native American Postcolonial 
Psychology. His work is informed by traditional teachings from Native elders 
as he creates a hybrid model in his clinical practice to address the deeper 
issues resulting from soul wounding. He lives in Bozeman, Montana.

Thursday, April 8 – Covid-19 Impacts and Healing in Families and Communities of Color

This conversation will explore the effects of Covid-19 on children and their families–particularly those 
living in Black, Brown, Asian American, and Native communities–and the strengths and resilience these 
communities bring to healing and supporting their children’s healthy development and learning.

DR. JUSTIN A. CHEN, MD, MPH, is Medical Director of Ambulatory Psychiatry 
Services and Co-Director of Primary Care Psychiatry at Massachusetts 
General Hospital (MGH) and Executive Director and Co-Founder of the MGH 
Center for Cross-Cultural Student Emotional Wellness. He delivers talks and 
trainings for families, clinicians, and educators throughout the United States 
on promoting the emotional health and psychological resilience of diverse 
student populations. Clinically, he specializes in the treatment of adult mood 
and anxiety disorders. An Assistant Professor at Harvard Medical School, his 
research focuses primarily on cross-cultural psychiatry, stigma, racial/ethnic 
disparities in mental health service utilization, and medical education. Dr. 
Chen received his undergraduate and medical degrees from Yale University. 
He completed his psychiatry residency and chief residency at MGH/McLean, 

followed by a Master of Public Health degree at the Harvard-T.H. Chan School of Public Health and 
a Dupont-Warren Research Fellowship focused on improving engagement of depressed Chinese 
immigrants into mental health care at South Cove Community Health Center in Boston’s Chinatown.
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PLENARY PRESENTATIONS AND SPEAKERS

ADRIÁN PEDROZA, MBA, is National Director of Strategic Partnership for 
Abriendo Puertas/Opening Doors (AP/OD), which is an evidence-based, two-
generation parenting curriculum that honors and supports parents as leaders 
of their families and their child’s first and most influential teacher. Abriendo 
Puertas partners with schools and family-serving organizations—including 
the Brazelton Touchpoints Center—to bring the curriculum to parents and 
communities nationwide, resulting in increased parent and community 
engagement in young children’s school success. Prior to joining AP/OD, he 
served for 10 years as Executive Director of the Partnership for Community 
Action in New Mexico. There he adopted AP/OD as a core program that 
proved to be the gateway for Latino parent and community engagement. In 
2010, President Barack Obama appointed him to the President’s Advisory 

Commission on Educational Excellence for Hispanics, leading to six years of national focus on early 
childhood education. Mr. Pedroza is a W.K. Kellogg Foundation Community Leadership Network Fellow, 
among other recognitions.

MICKER (MIKE) RICHARDSON (HALIWA-SAPONI), MBA, serves as the 
Director of the National American Indian and Alaska Native Head Start 
Collaboration Office. NAIANHSCO is committed to assisting Head Start 
grantees in developing collaborative partnerships to improve the quality of life 
for American Indian and Alaska Native children and families. The NAIANHSCO 
serves 154 AIAN Head Start programs in 26 different states and over 300 
Tribes across the country. During his tenure as collaboration director, he has 
worked with Tribal programs and language partners to increase and expand 
Language/Culture Revitalization throughout Tribal communities, with the goal 
that all Tribal Head Start Programs and their communities have language 
programs for their youngest speakers and work toward restoring language 
for future generations. He is also the lead advocate on mental health and 

disabilities for all AIAN Head Start families. This work includes working with local, Tribal, state, and 
federal entities to ensure all Tribal children are receiving the appropriate services needed.
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PLENARY PRESENTATIONS AND SPEAKERS

JOSHUA D. SPARROW, MD, DFAACAP (Moderator), is Executive Director of 
the Brazelton Touchpoints Center in the Division of Developmental Medicine 
at Boston Children’s Hospital, where he also holds an appointment in the 
Department of Psychiatry. Dr. Sparrow’s care in the 1990s for children 
hospitalized for severe psychiatric disturbances, often associated with 
physical and sexual abuse, and for developmental delays aggravated by 
social and economic deprivation and systemic racism prompted his interest 
in the social determinants of health, and community-based prevention and 
health promotion. He is principal investigator on numerous grant projects, has 
lectured nationally and internationally, and has written numerous scholarly 
papers, as well as books and articles for the general public. He has advised 
government agencies, nonprofits, and philanthropies, and serves on numerous 

advisory boards, including the Association for State and Tribal Home Visiting Initiatives and the Office of 
Head Start American Indian/Alaskan Native Collaborative.

KEVIN M. SIMON, MD, is a Board-certified psychiatrist whose research 
and writings on inequity, race, social determinants of health, and substance 
use have been published in NEJM, Health Equity, Health Affairs, Psychiatric 
Services, Psychiatric Times, Current Psychiatry, and Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatric Clinics. He regularly presents at national conferences and has been 
featured on ABC News, FORBES, and NPR. Dr. Simon completed a general 
psychiatry residency at Morehouse School of Medicine after graduating from 
Southern Illinois University School of Medicine. He has received research 
support from the American Psychiatric Association, American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, National Institute of Mental Health, National 
Institute of Drug Abuse, and Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration. He is currently completing dual fellowships in Child and 

Adolescent Psychiatry and Addiction Medicine at Boston Children’s Hospital.
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Developing & Sustaining Relationships through Virtual Service Delivery

Virtual service delivery provides opportunities to develop new relationships and enhance existing ones. 
Through a lens of racial equity, our Virtual Service Delivery webinar series has focused on the impacts of 
the coronavirus pandemic and subsequent shift to virtual service delivery on families and providers. The 
series has featured frontline professionals across early childhood and family-facing sectors who represent 
the racial, ethnic, cultural, regional, and socio-economic diversity of the communities we serve. In this 
session, we will highlight the lessons learned from the series and some of the practical and innovative 
strategies providers shared that can be applied to your work with families virtually.

Facilitators:
• Eva Rivera, MSW, Professional Development Program Manager and National Facilitator, Brazelton 

Touchpoints Center

• Joelfre Grant, MAT, Assistant Director, Partnership & Professional Development, and Project 
Director, Tribal Initiative, Brazelton Touchpoints Center

Elevating Equity, Inclusiveness, and Belonging in Everyday Conversations and Interactions with 
Children, Families, and Communities

This interactive workshop will explore creative strategies for bringing an equity, inclusiveness, and 
belonging (EIB) lens to our work with children, families, and communities. Key terms will be defined and 
examined. We will explore real-life examples that highlight how a shared EIB vision strengthens infant/
child, family, and community well-being. We will discuss how an authentic, intentional, and meaningful 
EIB lens can significantly influence the socio-emotional and relational lives we experience.

Facilitator:
• Eurnestine Brown, PhD, Director of Relational Equity and Belonging, Brazelton Touchpoints 

Center; Director of Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging, Division of Developmental Medicine, 
Boston Children’s Hospital

Introducing the Developmental Journey Roadmap:  A Tool for Talking with Families

This workshop introduces the Brazelton Developmental Journey Roadmap, which supports providers in 
having productive conversations with family caregivers of children from birth to age 5 about the results of 
developmental screenings. The tool assists with effective communication and relationship-building with 
caregivers that fully engages the family’s perspective, race, culture, and knowledge about their child. This 
process honors families’ concerns about and potential to contribute to the child’s development. We will 
practice using the tool as a way to acknowledge that providers and families sometimes have differences 
of opinion about children and screening findings. They may also bring different perspectives based on 
their race and culture. We will discuss how to invite all perspectives into the conversation and find ways to 
move ahead with equitable, shared decision-making.

WORKSHOPS DESCRIPTIONS
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Facilitators:
• Jayne Singer, PhD, IECMH-E®, Clinical Psychologist, Boston Children’s Hospital; Director of 

Developmental and Relational Health, Brazelton Touchpoints Center

• Dewana Thompson, PhD, Director of the National Facilitator Team, Brazelton Touchpoints Center

Introducing the Touchpoints Approach: What It Is and Why It Matters

Come learn about the Touchpoints Approach and how integrating it throughout an early childhood system 
supports outcomes for children, families, staff, programs, and organizations. The Touchpoints Approach 
focuses on implementing a set of strengths-based practices to improve parent-child, parent-provider, and 
provider-provider relationships that promote family health and wellness. Key to improving relationships 
is addressing our own racial and cultural biases that interfere with creating strong relationships. The 
Touchpoints Approach provides tools to uncover and address these biases and judgments through self-
reflection and concrete strategies that lead to an organizational culture that supports equity.

Facilitators:
• Mindy May, MS, Director of Partnership & Professional Development and National Facilitator, 

Brazelton Touchpoints Center

• Catherine Ayoub, MN, EdD, Director of Research and Evaluation, Brazelton Touchpoints Center; 
Associate Professor, Harvard Medical School

Justice for All: The Me, You, and We of Compassionate Presence

As we show up for justice and care in the world, how do we show up for ourselves, our loved ones, and 
the community at large? Join us for an interactive workshop where we can integrate in an embodied 
way the material from each day. We do this through the lens of the ME, YOU, and WE and will introduce 
you to different contemplative practices and storytelling each day that help us find a more just and 
compassionate world inside ourselves, with our loved ones, and with the world. These sessions will be 
offered in a hybrid Spanish/English format.

Facilitators:
• Foxy Davison, Community Coordinator, Metropolitan Seattle Sickle Cell Task Force; Facilitator, 

Mindfulness and Compassion Program, Odessa Brown Children’s Clinic, Seattle Children’s Hospital

• Patty González, Parent Coordinator for Spanish-speaking Families, The Arc of King County; 
Facilitator, Mindfulness and Compassion Program, Odessa Brown Children’s Clinic, Seattle 
Children’s Hospital

• Kelly Moore, PhD, Licensed Clinical Social Worker; Consultant, Courage of Care Coalition; Host, 
Compassionate Parent Collective 

WORKSHOPS DESCRIPTIONS
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Supporting Everyone’s Mental Health: Building Resilience While Physical Distancing

Social isolation, racism, and other adversities can have a profound impact on parental mental health, 
affecting both parents and their children. In this workshop, we will consider the similarities between 
feelings of isolation and depression, paying close attention to the distinct needs and behaviors of parents 
experiencing depression and anxiety, particularly within the context of the past year. Stigma associated 
with mental health and the disproportionate lack of access to mental health services for people of color 
will be addressed. We will explore resilience and consider strategies for enhancing resilience in light of 
current times.

Facilitators:
• Debby Sosin, LICSW, Family Connections Director and National Facilitator, Brazelton Touchpoints 

Center

• Heidi S. Roibal, MS, IMH-E®, Regional Coordinator, New Mexico Family Infant Toddler Program; 
National Facilitator, Brazelton Touchpoints Center

These Next 4 Years – Children, Families, Poverty, Politics, and Policy

The pandemic has simultaneously cast a spotlight on poverty and inequity in the United States, and 
complicated the political environment in Washington, DC, needed to address these endemic problems 
in our society. Big, ambitious proposals that could lift significant numbers of children out of poverty and 
help change the life trajectory of children and families are being floated, including refundable monthly 
child tax credit payments and baby bonds. What is the outlook for anti-poverty policies in the coming four 
years? How can you make your voice heard on behalf of children and families? This workshop will explore 
the policy possibilities and steps you and others in your community can take to make a difference.

Facilitator:
• Catriona Macdonald, MPP, Founder and President of Linchpin Strategies, LLC, a Washington, DC, 

strategic consulting and government relations firm 

Using Strengths-based Strategies in Challenging Conversations

Perspective-taking is an internal process of reflecting on our own and others’ perspectives or points 
of view. It is a strategy we can use to help us engage with families when having both comfortable and 
uncomfortable conversations. These conversations may be about a child’s behavior or a family’s choice. 
In the wake of the racial and political divisions in our country, many of us may find ourselves having to 
have uncomfortable conversations about race and racism with families. In this workshop, we will explore 
how race, culture, and bias affect our own and others’ perspectives. We will practice applying strengths-
based attitudes and relationship-based strategies to assist us in having challenging conversations.

Facilitators:
• Jayne Singer, PhD, IECMH-E®, Clinical Psychologist, Boston Children’s Hospital; Director of 

Developmental and Relational Health, Brazelton Touchpoints Center

• Dewana Thompson, PhD, Director of the National Facilitator Team, Brazelton Touchpoints Center 

WORKSHOPS DESCRIPTIONS
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WORKSHOP FACILITATORS

CATHERINE C. AYOUB, MN, EDD, is an Associate Professor in Psychology 
at Harvard Medical School and Director of Research and Evaluation at 
the Brazleton Touchpoints Center. As a practicing psychologist and nurse 
practitioner, her interests focus on the consequences of risk and trauma 
on child and family development and on the design and implementation of 
prevention and intervention systems to combat risk and promote resilience in 
children, families, and communities. Dr. Ayoub has published over 170 peer-
reviewed articles, several books, and a number of practice papers for early 
childhood staff, mental health providers, and parents. Her active research and 
evaluation projects include the Early Head Start evaluation study, the Brazelton 
Touchpoints model evaluation study series, identification of developmental 
pathways in child maltreatment, impact of conflicted divorce on children and 

their families, and a study of Munchausen syndrome by proxy mothers and their children. Raised in 
Mexico, Dr. Ayoub comes from a multicultural background and has special expertise in clinical work, 
program development, and research with Latino families.

EURNESTINE BROWN, PHD, brings a wealth of experience to her role as the 
first Director of Relational Equity and Belonging at the Brazelton Touchpoints 
Center and the Division of Developmental Medicine Director of Diversity, 
Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging.  She is a former Senior Training and Technical 
Assistance Specialist and Resource Development Project Manager at the 
National Center on Parent, Family, and Community Engagement. Dr. Brown 
has served as a Child Development Program Director in Early Head Start (EHS) 
and Head Start, including home-based, center-based, family care, and local 
program options. As a consultant and EHS start-up planner, she provided 
overall program supports and guidance to local and national EHS programs.

FOXY DAVISON, daughter of Angela Collins, granddaughter of Barbra Brown, 
and great-granddaughter of Thelma Delespine, is a momma of three amazing 
kids and wife of one incredible husband. She is an educator and activist, serving 
as community coordinator for the Metropolitan Seattle Sickle Cell Task Force 
and community outreach coordinator for the Progress House Work Release. She 
helps facilitate mindfulness sessions through Odessa Brown Children’s Clinic in 
the community with other parents. 
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JOELFRÉ L. GRANT, MAT, is Assistant Director of Partnership & Professional 
Development and Project Director of the Tribal Initiative at the Brazelton 
Touchpoints Center. A descendant of the Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, 
he has dedicated his career to the care and education of young children. He 
served in several roles in Head Start and Early Head Start programs in Montana, 
Washington, and Oregon. Joelfré taught early childhood and psychology courses 
at Salish Kootenai College, Clark College, and Mt. Hood Community College. He 
believes in lifelong learning, and is committed to the ideals of cultural humility in 
learning and development.

PATTY GONZÁLEZ, is the Parent to Parent Coordinator for Spanish-speaking 
families at The Arc of King County, where she has advocated for the rights of 
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities for over 10 years. She 
has led trainings for parents and community members on special education 
services, advocacy, navigating government services, and guardianship 
laws. She has two daughters and a son. Her son was diagnosed with ADD/
ADHD at a young age, which inspired her to learn how to advocate for him at 
school and help him succeed. She is passionate about working closely with 
community members to get them the resources they need. Currently, she is a 
member of the Special Education Advisory Council with the Washington Office 
of Superintendent of Public Instruction. She also leads the Helping Parents 

program, where parents are trained as mentors to parents of recently diagnosed 
children. Her other projects include partnering with the Odessa Brown Children’s Clinic, part of Seattle 
Children’s Hospital, to become a Mindfulness Facilitator, and she has led mindfulness sessions in Spanish 
and English. In her free time, she likes traveling, learning about other cultures, and hanging out with her 
friends and family (socially distanced, of course).

CATRIONA MACDONALD, MPP, is Founder and President of Linchpin 
Strategies, LLC, a strategic consulting and government relations firm. For more 
than 25 years, she has worked on Capitol Hill and in Washington, DC, to build 
programs and systems that support family resiliency and the health, education, 
and success of young children. Her work includes development of legislation 
creating the Early Head Start program; appropriations for early childhood 
education; and founding the Association of State and Tribal Home Visiting 
Initiatives, an organization of administrators of voluntary home visiting programs. 
In addition, Ms. Macdonald supports development and execution of government 
relations strategies on behalf of a range of nonprofit organizations in the areas 
of health, education, and disability. In 2012, Linchpin Strategies was named by 

National Journal as one of the top women-owned advocacy firms in Washington 
DC. She lives in Virginia with her husband and 16-year old daughter.
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MINDY MAY, MS, is Director of Partnership & Professional Development at 
the Brazelton Touchpoints Center. In that role, she partners with programs 
and systems of care in communities in the United States, and internationally, 
to build their capacity to engage children and families to support optimal 
development and well-being. She has extensive experience developing, 
adapting, and implementing longitudinal professional development programs 
founded in best adult learning practices. She has focused on creating and 
delivering professional development in the areas of family engagement, 
child development, parenting support, and organizational culture. Ms. May 
has worked with providers from a variety of fields, including early childhood 
education, early intervention, public health, libraries, and child welfare. Early in 
her career, she was a teacher and administrator in multiple settings, including 

Head Start and a university laboratory school. She holds a BSW and a MS in Human Development and 
Family Studies.

KELLY MOORE, PHD, is a licensed clinical social worker with over 25 years 
of expertise in adolescent development, family systems, mindfulness, and 
sustainable compassion training. She has worked in social service clinical 
agencies, schools, and nonprofit organizations throughout her career. Kelly 
created a program called Parent CARE, which combines contemplative 
practices and parent education using the arc of ME, YOU and WE to facilitate 
communities of parents and caregivers working together towards creating more 
caring and just communities. She has most recently joined forces with the 
Community of Mindful Parenting to create an online community of parents and 
people who support parents dedicated to compassionate presence in a multi-
generational, multi-racial, and multi-faith community of practice. 

EVA RIVERA, MSW, is a Professional Development Program Manager and 
National Facilitator at the Brazelton Touchpoints Center, which she formally 
joined in 2017. She brings over 15 years of experience in social work, home 
visiting, and early childhood education. She is dedicated to ensuring cultural 
respect and social justice for children and families. She lives in the Los Angeles 
area with her two daughters.  
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HEIDI S. ROIBAL MS, IMH-E®, is Regional Coordinator for the New Mexico 
Family Infant Toddler Program and a National Facilitator at the Brazelton 
Touchpoints Center. She is a Tribal member of Acoma Pueblo and a nationally 
recognized expert in early child development and family engagement. She has 
25-plus years’ experience working with infants, toddlers, families, and early 
childhood professionals, including lactation education, early intervention, home 
visiting, and Tribal Head Start. Ms. Roibal is a published author, grandmother, 
and graduate of the FBI’s Citizens Academy. She is the parent of three grown 
children and grandparent of three precious grandbabies.

JAYNE SINGER, PHD, IECMH-E®, is a clinical psychologist and Infant & 
Early Childhood Mental Health Mentor-Clinical with more than 35 years of 
experience working clinically with a diverse array of children and families in 
community-based and hospital settings. As Director of Developmental and 
Relational Health at the Brazelton Touchpoints Center, she spearheaded the 
training and implementation adaptations of the Touchpoints Approach for work 
beyond primary care pediatrics, including for work with children with special 
needs, early care and education, mental health and trauma, substance use 
disorder and recovery, and home visiting. She is also an international trainer 
of the Newborn Behavioral Observations system and an Assistant Professor of 
Pediatrics and Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School, as well as President of the 
Massachusetts Association for Infant Mental Health.

DEBRA SOSIN, LICSW has over 45 years of clinical and educational experience 
working with children, families, educators, and systems. She has integrated 
the mental health, educational, and concrete needs of children and their 
families while working in public and private schools, mental health clinics, 
early education settings, hospitals, and human service agencies. Ms. Sosin 
is currently the Director of Family Connections, an early childhood mental 
health consultation and professional development program at the Brazelton 
Touchpoints Center. She is also a National Touchpoints Trainer and was a 
part of the National Center on Parent, Family, and Community Engagement. 
Throughout her career, Ms. Sosin has been committed to the well-being of 
all children and families and particularly those facing mental health issues, 
adversity, and the impact of trauma. Trauma-informed care, a strengths-based 

approach, and family engagement have been at the core of her work.
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M. DEWANA THOMPSON, PHD, is Director of the National Facilitator Team at 
the Brazelton Touchpoints Center. In addition to leading the national training 
team, she also co-creates trainings, professional development products, 
and serves as a subject matter expert on topics of family and community 
engagement. She holds several roles nationally that support family engagement 
efforts, including Director of Village Consulting Group and a National Trainer 
for Scholastic Inc. She has served as a Family Engagement Resource Provider 
(FERP) with Manhattan Strategy Group for 21st Century Community Learning 
Centers sites for the South and Southwest Regions; Family Engagement 
Administrator at the university, community college, and school district level; 
and Assistant Professor at Louisiana State University (LSU) Health Sciences 
Center. Dr. Thompson holds a PhD in Family Studies with an emphasis in child 

development. She is passionate about family engagement and has worked with schools, families and 
children for the past 25 years.
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We’d love to hear from you! Here is how you can reach us…

https://www.brazeltontouchpoints.org/

Follow Us...

Newsletter

STAY IN TOUCH!

STAY CONNECTED!

1295 Boylston Street, Suite 320   
Boston, MA 02215

touchpoints@childrens.harvard.edu

https://www.brazeltontouchpoints.org/about/stay-connected/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/brazeltontouchpointscenter/
https://www.facebook.com/BrazeltonTouchpointsCenter/
https://www.youtube.com/c/BrazeltonTouchpointsCenter/
https://www.brazeltontouchpoints.org/
mailto:touchpoints%40childrens.harvard.edu?subject=Stay%20in%20Touch%21
https://www.brazeltontouchpoints.org/about/stay-connected/

